



[image: image1.emf] 

                                                       




     

               May-June 2005
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Chapter to Host
May Fun Show
Don’t forget the May Fun Show that will be hosted by the Delmarva Chapter AMBA on:
Sunday, May 15

Red Cedar Farm

Milford, DE

From 9 AM to whenever...

The fun show is the second that the Chapter has sponsored and is open to all breeds as well as freeze branded animals and half mustangs.  In addition to the Fun Show,  the Diamond State Dressage Association will be holding a Dressage Clinic beginning at 9 AM and open to all breeds and all levels of rider.  

There are 23 classes planned for the Fun Show with schooling in 9 classes (Halter, Showmanship and Pleasure). The remaining classes are all games and “just for fun” stuff.  Ribbons for 1st through 3rd will be awarded in all classes.  The advance entry fee to ride all day is $20 or $25 after May 12.  Advance entry fees should be sent to the Chapter at 18655 Piper Lane, Ellendale, DE.  Breakfast and lunch will be available on the grounds.  Member Alycia Hovey is show manager.
Directions to Red Cedar Farm:  From Dover, go south on south 113/1 toward beaches.  Stay on DE 1 at Milford (the bypass).  Continue south on 1 to Rt. 30 and a blinker light.  Turn left at the blinker.  Continue to Bucks Road.  It will be the first left.  Turn left and continue for about a mile.  The farm is on the right.  You will see a large silo along side an empty farmhouse. 

See you there.
News and Notes
Chapter members participated in a number of educational activities during the past two months.  As spring approached and the weather moderated we found that we were busy, busy, busy. 

On April 9 Linda Chick organized the first ever Delaware Horse Expo, a one day event held in conjunction with a regional Quarter Horse Show sponsored by Chick’s.    The Chapter had a table at the Expo and “Buttercup” was invited as a good will ambassador.  Our information table was set up from 9 AM to 9 PM  and drew much interest.  Members Connie Lundquist, Linda Jones, Mike & Pam Callahan, Alycia Hovey, Debbie Edwards, Ellie Miller, Wendy & Bob Bailey, John & Becky Lofland along with Mark & Marge  helped.  Many thanks to all of these folks.  Linda has scheduled a second Delaware Horse Expo for April 2006 and the event will expand to 2 ½  days.
On the weekend of April 22-24 our members were going in all directions north and south.  Buddy & Gail Ward along with Bob & Wendy Bailey helped BLM at an Expo in Richmond, VA.  
The same weekend “Everything Equine and Horses Expo”  was held in Burlington, VT.   Brenda Hedges, secretary of a newly formed Vermont Chapter, arranged for a table to promote the “Adopt-a-Horse-or Burro Program” and encourage membership in AMBA.  Mark and Marge went to Burlington to help Brenda get started.  Sue Booth, AMBA State Coordinator from New Hampshire,  and her husband Jon arrived on Sunday morning  to lend a hand as Mark and Marge were leaving to return to Delaware.  Sue and Jon also attended the Expo held in Topsfield, MA  the day before (Saturday) where they had a table promoting adoptions and AMBA. 

The VT Chapter’s table at “Everything Equine...” was situated back in a corner adjacent to a small demonstration ring.  At first this appeared to be a drawback.  However, the big draw personality  was John Fusco of  Stowe, VT and his horse “Oscar.”   John is the author and creator of the movie “Hidalgo” and “Spirit, Stallion of the Cimarron” while “Oscar” was the equine star of the movie “Hidalgo.”  John gave a talk and demonstration in the large ring, but he also had about an hour in the small ring next to our table.  What a draw for us!  
Amy Dumas, a Wild Horse and  Burro Specialist with the BLM in Tonopah, NV was guest speaker at the Delmarva Chapter’s regular meeting on April 25.  Amy is a native Delawarean from Newark and was “home” on vacation.  She kindly agreed to come to our meeting and give a presentation on her work in Nevada.  She had wonderful pictures of the wild ones in their natural habitat.  Chapter members who went to NV  last July met Amy at the “gather”  they were privileged to witness.  Regular business at this April meeting was put on hold until May.  
We just received word that Chuck Sowles had a bad fall while working with someone’s horse and was physically injured.  Remember him in your prayers. We have no information about his injuries or how he is faring.
California AMBA member, Ann Spencer, writes that  her mustang “Levi”  (Leviticus)  and rider scored 55.50%  at their first ever FEI (International level) dressage test – prix St. George.  The pair also performed their first Fourth Level Freestyle with a score of 61.25.    Levi is slated to perform in the DG Bar in Hanford.  This is the most prestigious show west of the Mississippi.  Congratulations and best wishes for future performances.  A photo of Levi may be seen at www.tassjones.com -  look for competitor 
# 198 “Leviticus.”  
Current federal legislation is pending that will re-establish protection for wild horses.  S. 576 and H.R. 297 would restore the prohibition on the commercial sale and slaughter of wild free-roaming horses and burros.  Another bill, H.R. 503 would ban horse slaughter altogether.  Let your legislators know your wishes.
The Stuff of Legends

 The Pony Express was in existence a mere 18 months, from April 1860 to October 1861.   In spite of its short history, the reputation of this venture to deliver important mail has lasted nearly 150 years.   During the time of its operation important communications were carried from St. Joseph, Missouri to Sacramento, CA in 10 days,  a distance of 2000 miles.  Its founders were the operators of the Overland Stage Line, which had already established daily coach service from Missouri to Salt Lake City.  Beyond that, new stations in remote and hostile territory had to be established.  In less than 2 months 80 experienced riders along with 500 horses were found and 190 stations established.  The ponies were mostly California mustangs, quick and full of endurance. The riders were skillful guides, seasoned scouts and outstanding horsemen.  For risking their lives on a daily basis, they received $25 per week, two revolvers, a rifle, a bowie knife and a gold-imprinted Bible.  Later the armaments proved to be too heavy and the riders settled on a single pistol with an extra loaded cylinder.
The Pony Express was a fast and efficient organization but it failed as a financial venture in spite of prices averaging $1 to $5 per ounce.  However, it is credited with helping to keep California in the Union at the beginning of the Civil War and it never received either assistance or subsidy from Congress.  Although the Pony Express riders were setting speed records, a new communication system was underway, the transcontinental telegraph, which when completed solved the need for urgent communication. Four days after the telegraph was completed the era of the Pony Express ended.
Riders were small and wiry and many were just teenagers.  One  “Wanted”  ad asks for:

                 “Young, skinny, wiry fellows 
                           not over 18. 
                   Must  be expert riders 
                   willing to risk death daily.  
                       Orphans preferred.” 
 In Nevada water was scarce and settlements few.  Each rider changed horses 3 times and covered about 90 miles a day across some of the most dangerous and rough land in the West.  Each rider was required to take the following oath before being hired:  

“ I _________, do hereby swear, before the great and Living God, that during my engagement, and while I am an employee of Russell, Majors and Waddell, I will, under no circumstances, use profane language; that I will drink no intoxicating liquors; that I will not quarrel or fight with any other employee of the firm, and that in every respect I will conduct myself honestly, be faithful to my duties, and so direct all my acts as to win the confidence of my employers.  So help me God.” 
While the horses used remain nameless, some of their riders gained fame. “Pony Bob”  (Robert Haslam) gained fame for the longest single ride of 380 miles, delivering the mail on time.  On this ride he, of necessity,  rode one horse 60 miles through a region without wate. Keep in mind that speed was critical so the horse was traveling as fast 
as the terrain permitted.   One of the youngest riders in Nevada was Billy Tate, 14, who rode between Carson City and Camp Ruby.  He was not destined to grow older.  On his last run he was waylaid and killed by a war party of Bannocks and Utes.   However his courage so impressed the Indians that they did not take his horse or the mail that he carried and,  as a sign of respect, they did not take his scalp.
“The Pony” as it was known, is an outstanding example of courage, endurance and determination for both riders and the ponies that they rode.  Living as we do in the 21st Century, it is hard for us to imagine the terrors of the trail and the stamina of those who traveled it.  This is the “Stuff of Legends” and the backbone of America!
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